CAPSULE SUMMARY
BA-2996

1725 Circle Road

Ruxton, Baltimore County
1928

Private

The two-and-a-half-story main block of the Colonial Revival style dwelling at 1725 Circle Road
dates to 1928, augmented by a two-story wing to the northwest elevation (former owners indicate
the building was constructed in 1928). The wing was originally constructed as a garage, but
converted in the 1940s (former owners say the wing was converted in 1947) for use as living
space. A one-story rear addition with enclosed porch was constructed on the southwest elevation
of the main block in the 1940s. The wood frame house, measuring three bays wide, is clad in
square-butt wood shingles with flared corners. The main block rests on a random rubble stone
foundation and is capped with a side gable roof clad in slate tiles. A single exterior-end brick

corbeled chimney rises along the southeast elevation.

The house at 1725 Circle Road in Ruxton was constructed in 1928 for E. Ridgely and Elizabeth
Simpson. The high-style Colonial Revival-style dwelling, typical of suburban houses in Ruxton,
was altered in the 1940s for the Wright family, which retained ownership for twenty years. It
was conveyed to William and Judith Campbell in 1960 following the death of Edward Wright,

head of Bull Shipping Lines in Baltimore City.
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(indicate preferred name)

1. Name of Property

historic

other

2. Location

street and number 1725 Circle Road __not for publication
city, town Ruxton ___ vicinity
county Baltimore County
3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)
name Gregory S. and Lauren B. Hurlbrink
street and number 1725 Circle Road telephone  Not Available
city, town Ruxton state MD zip code 21204-6443
4. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore County Courthouse liber 16093 folio 631
city, town Towson tax map 69 tax parcel 682 tax ID number 0913209750
5. Primary Location of Additional Data
Contributing Resource in National Register District
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT
Other:
6. Classification
Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count
district public agriculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing
X __building(s) X __private commerce/trade recreation/culture 3 buildings
structure both defense religion sites
site X _domestic social 1 structures
object education transportation objects
funerary work in progress 3 1 Total
government unknown
health care vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources
industry other: previously listed in the Inventory

1



7. Description Inventory No. BA-2996

Condition
____excellent ___deteriorated
X _good ___ruins
__ fair ____ altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

Situated in a suburban landscape, the Colonial Revival-style dwelling at 1725 Circle Road stands on a level
grassy lot with foundation plantings and is surrounded by mature trees and shrubs. A paved driveway leads
from the road to the house and garage. In addition to the house, there are two historic outbuildings on the
property: a stone garage built in 1947 and a wood frame barn circa 1900. A small in-ground pool was installed
in 1957 to the immediate rear of the house.

EXTERIOR

The two-and-a-half-story main block of the Colonial Revival style dwelling at 1725 Circle Road dates to 1928,
augmented by a two-story wing to the northwest elevation (former owners indicate the building was constructed
in 1928). The wing was originally constructed as a garage, but converted in the 1940s (former owners say the
wing was converted in 1947) for use as living space. A one-story rear addition with enclosed porch was
constructed on the southwest elevation of the main block in the 1940s. The wood frame house, measuring three
bays wide, is clad in square-butt wood shingles with flared corners. The main block rests on a random rubble
stone foundation and is capped with a side gable roof clad in slate tiles. A single exterior-end brick corbeled
chimney rises along the southeast elevation.

The fagcade (northeast elevation) of the house is symmetrically fenestrated with a central recessed entrance
flanked by two 6/6 double-hung wood sash windows. The entry contains a single-leaf 6-paneled wood door
with a wood Colonial Revival-style door surround. The high-style door surround is comprised of fluted
pilasters and a molded wood fanlight. The door reveals exhibit a paneled soffit and a molded wood ogee
cornice. The second story has three 6/6 double-hung wood sash windows and the upper story features three
pedimented gable-dormers each holding a 12-light wood casement window. The first and second story
windows have narrow wood square-edged surrounds and sills, along with louvered shutters. The three dormers
feature molded wood cornices, are clad with square-butt wood shingles, and slate tiles covering their roofs. The
northeast elevation of the two-story wing is four bays wide and rests on a concrete block foundation. It is
capped by a side gable roof clad in slate tiles. The first story of the wing is perforated by one 6/6 double-hung
wood sash window and the second story has four 6/6 double-hung wood sash windows. Each of the windows
has similar surrounds and louvered shutters to those of the main block.

Both the two-story wing and the one-story vestibule primarily obscure the northwest elevation of the main
block. A single 6/6 double-hung wood sash window pierces the second story, with one 6-light wood casement
window in the upper half story, and a wood louvered vent in gable end. Two 6/6 double-hung wood sash
windows mark the northwest elevation of the wing on the first story. Each has narrow wood sills and surrounds
with louvered shutters. A large wood louvered vent is seen in the gable end of the wing. The northwest
elevation of the vestibule addition on the rear of the main block has a centered entrance that contains a single-
leaf wood two-panel 6-light door. The northwest elevation of the enclosed porch is illuminated with two 3-light
wood casement windows.
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Similar to the fagade in fenestration is the rear (southwest) elevation. The first story is partially obstructed from
view by the enclosed one-story porch. The northern bay contains a tripartite window with two 4/4 double-hung
wood sash windows flanking a single 6/6 double-hung wood sash window. The porch, enclosed in the 1980s, is
three bays wide with an exterior brick chimney. The porch has a double-leaf 10-light wood door and two 6/6
double-hung vinyl sash windows. The non-historic chimney is constructed in a stretcher bond brick. The
second story of the main block contains three 6/6 double-hung wood sash windows with thin wood surrounds
and sills, and louvered shutters. The upper story replicates the facade, with three pedimented gable dormers
holding single 12-light wood casement windows. The first story of the southwest elevation (rear) of the wing
has a tripartite window with 8-light vinyl casements flanking a 12-light fixed vinyl window. The southwest
elevation of the vestibule addition holds a paired 6/6 double-hung wood sash window with narrow surrounds
and sills, and louvered shutters. The second story of this elevation has three 6/6 double-hung wood sash
windows with narrow wood sills and surrounds, and louvered shutters.

Flanking the exterior-end double-shouldered chimney on the southeast elevation are two 6/6 double-hung wood
sash windows. The second story is similar to the first in fenestration but includes a round-arched multi-light
fixed wood window set into the stack of the chimney. The window in the stretcher-bond brick chimney has a
rowlock sill and round-arch rowlock lintel. The upper half story has two 6-light wood casement windows on
each side of the chimney. Each of the windows exhibit narrow wood sills and surrounds. The southeast
elevation of the enclosed porch is illuminated by paired 10-light wood casement windows featuring narrow
wood sills and surrounds, and louvered shutters.

INTERIOR

The interior of the dwelling features a central-passage single-pile plan. The entry vestibule or foyer is located at
the northeast end of the main block, with three steps leading up to the main stair hall. A closet located under the
main stair augments the small vestibule. To the southeast of the hall is the living room, which extends the depth
of the main block. A parlor and pantry, which was originally the kitchen, are located on the northwest side of
the hall. The pantry has two sets of stairs on the southeast wall — one to the basement and the second to the first
landing of the main stair. At the rear of the main block of the house, with access from the hall and first floor
stair passage, is the sun room (enclosed porch) with a separate bathroom to the west. The wing includes a
kitchen, family room with a closet, and a vestibule (mudroom) with a closet utility room.

The main hollow newel stair, located on the northwest wall, dominates the wide central passage. The open stair
exhibits a round wooden newel post with a plinth and circle-end starter step. The closed stringer features
decorative scroll-sawn brackets and acorn drops on the landing newels. The molded rail has an easement and
gooseneck crooks, supported by thin round balusters on squat plinths.
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The floor of the passage is the original narrow tongue-and-groove boards, measuring 2-% inches wide. The
plaster walls are finished with a 7-inch high baseboard and chamfered 3-% inches chair rail. The baseboard has
an ogee-molded base. A coved molding and ogee top molding trim the plaster ceiling. The doublewide
openings between the flanking rooms and the passage are framed with four-inch wide casings with a base block
and back banding. The front entrance contains a single-leaf 6-panel wood door with a brass knob. The
remaining three doors along the hall are double-leaf wood 10-light doors with brass knobs.

The living room is the largest room on the first floor of the house. Its has narrow wood flooring, ogee-capped
baseboards, plaster walls, and coved molding with an ogee top mold along the plaster ceiling. A slightly
projecting chimney breast is located at the center of the southeast wall. The wide breast is ornamented by a tall
colonial-Revival style mantel of wood. The fireplace has a brick surround with a herringbone hearth and a
soldier course lintel on the face. Narrow paneled pilasters with a swag design flank the opening. Swags and
urns are seen on the frieze and the projecting shelf has an ogee profile. Two sets of double-leaf 10-light wood
doors with brass knobs provide access to this room from the passage and the rear vestibule. The entry opening
from the vestibule is flanked by built-in shelves, which are not original to the house.

The parlor, used as the dining room, has plaster walls with applied wood molding to create paneled fields and
wainscoting. Its has narrow wood flooring, ogee-capped baseboards, plaster walls with a chair rail, and coved
molding with an ogee top mold along the plaster ceiling. Two built-in corner cabinets are located in the east
and west corners. They both feature scroll-sawn Chippendale profiles on the top with fluted pilasters flanking
the round-arched multi-light door. The lower half of the cabinets has a paneled wood door with no lights. This
room has one double-leaf 10-light wood door with brass knobs and one single-leaf 6-panel wood double-acting
door.

The original kitchen, now used as a pantry, has replacement vinyl flooring with plaster walls and ceiling. The
wood baseboard is 6-%2 inches high, with a quadrant shoe molding and shallow torus base molding. The
window surround is square-edged wood molding, measuring 3-%2 inches wide, and the door surround features
square-edged wood molding that is 4-inches wide. There are five single-leaf wood doors in this room — one
single-leaf 6-panel double-acting door to the parlor and four doors with five horizontal wood panels. One set of
winder stairs leads to the half-landing of the main stair, while the second stair provides access to the basement.
The replacement narrow wood crown molding is a cyma recta below a small fillet. Other alterations to this
room include built-in kitchen cabinets on the northeast wall.

The enclosed porch, now a sunroom, on the southwest end, has a wood floor with 2-Y4 inch boards now covered
with carpeting. The 7-inch high baseboard has an ogee-molded base. An ogee crown molding unites the plaster
walls and ceiling. The window opening has a replacement surround, while those framing the entry is square-
edged with back banding. Three double-leaf wood 10-light doors provide access into the room (one from the
exterior). One single-leaf wood 6-panel door leads to the bathroom to the west. A new brick fireplace with a
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corbeled shelf was constructed on the southwest wall. The room was divided to allow for the construction of a
half bathroom and storage closet with built-in shelves.

The wing of the main block, originally constructed as a garage, houses the kitchen and family room. The
kitchen has vinyl flooring and built-in cabinets. The family room has wall-to-wall carpeting, papered walls, and
a narrow wood baseboard.

The second story of the main block of the house contains four bedrooms. The second floor is finished similarly
to the first floor with narrow wood flooring (covered in carpeting), ogee-capped baseboards, plaster walls, and a
plaster ceiling. The entry and window openings have square-edged surrounds with back banding. The second
floor of the wing holds the master bedroom and bath. The closed stringer winder stairs leads to the upper half
story, which is a finished attic with one bathroom, two offices, and a storage room. The full-height basement is
not finished, showing parged stone walls and a poured concrete floor. The original coal-burning heater dating
from 1928 is still in use.

SECONDARY RESOURCES

To the southeast of the house is a circa 1900 wood frame barn. It stands two stories high and is two bays
across. Sitting on a solid random rubble stone foundation and clad with board-and-batten siding, the barn has a
single-leaf board-and-batten door and a double-leaf vertical board door. It is capped with a side gable roof
covered with asphalt shingles. A shed roof lean-to addition is located on the southwest elevation. A window
opening, with no sash, marks the second story.

To the east corner of the house is a half-dug 1947 coursed stone masonry garage. Standing one story high and
one bay wide, it rests on a solid poured concrete foundation. It has one roll-up wood paneled door and a hipped
slate tile roof.

The in-ground pool, constructed in 1957, sits to rear of the house. It has a concrete base, elliptical in shape, and
measures approximately 15 feet in length.



8. Significance Inventory No. BA-2996

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
__1600-1699 __ agriculture __ economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
__1700-1799 __ archeology __ education __industry __ philosophy
__1800-1899 X architecture __engineering __invention __ politics/government
X 1900-1999 __art __ entertainment/ __landscape architecture __ religion
___2000- ___commerce recreation __law __ science

___ communications __ ethnic heritage __literature __ social history

__ community planning __ exploration/ __ maritime history __ transportation

__ conservation settlement __ military __ other:
Specific dates 1928 Architect/Builder Unknown

Construction dates 1928, 1947

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT

The house at 1725 Circle Road in Ruxton was constructed in 1928 for E. Ridgely and Elizabeth Simpson. The
high-style Colonial Revival-style dwelling, typical of suburban houses in Ruxton, was altered in the 1940s for
the Wright family, which retained ownership for twenty years. It was conveyed to William and Judith
Campbell in 1960 following the death of Edward Wright, head of Bull Shipping Lines in Baltimore City.

HISTORY

Located in Ruxton in Baltimore County, the Colonial Revival-style house at 1725 Circle Road was built in 1928
(date of construction provided by former owners) for E. Wright and Elizabeth Simpson. Ruxton is located near
the western edge of the Ninth District, approximately two-and-a-half miles west of Towson. The Ninth District
is the smallest in size to the rest of the districts with only 38.9 square miles, however, it contains the largest
population. The Ninth District includes the upper suburbs of Baltimore City, and is bordered by the Third,
Eighth, Eleventh and Twelfth Districts. In 1870, the district had a population of 10,731 and a decade following
it doubled in size with a total of 21,414 people.]

According to one Baltimore County history, a gentleman named Thomas Hooker first settled Ruxton in 1699.
On a 500-acre tract of land, which was yielded to him five years earlier, he built a house known as Carr’s
Pleasure. Today, this house can be seen on the eastern side of Bellona Avenue near the center of the town.>
According to the 1877 Hopkins Atlas, both W. Wright & Company and S.A. Hiser occupied the land.
Suggested by the location seen on the 1877 Atlas, the property at 1725 Circle Road was originally part of the
Hiser farm. The most significant natural element to the area was Lake Roland and its tributaries. According to
the atlas, it appears the lake and the northern tributary, Roland Run, bisected Hiser Farm.’

' J. Thomas Scharf, History of Baltimore City and County From the Earliest Period to the Present Day: Including Biographical
Sketches of Their Representative Men (Philadelphia, PA: Louis H. Everts, 1881. Reprinted by Higginson Book Company, Salem,
MA), p. 870.

% Information found on the Internet site at www.bcpl.net/ruxrider/area-history.html on 4/5/2002.

3 Atlas of Baltimore County, Maryland (Philadelphia, PA: G. M. Hopkins, 1877).
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By 1915, the area was divided into parcels and known as Ruxton. Circle Road was laid by this time, extending
to the east off of Bellona Avenue and crossing over the Northern Central Railroad and then over Roland Run.
According to the 1915 Bromley Atlas, the land on which 1725 Circle Road is located originally belonged to
Laura Manning. The property was noted as being just over 4 acres.”

The same year the /915 Bromley Atlas was published, Laura Manning sold the property to Robert E.L. George.
Four years later, a trustee for George sold the land to E. Ridgely and Elizabeth Simpson. It appears that the
present dwelling at 1725 Circle Road was built under E. Ridgely and Elizabeth Simpson’s ownership, reflecting
the contemporary use of the Colonial Revival style that was popular during the late 1920s. As an outgrowth of
nationwide pride brought about by the American Centennial Celebrations of 1876, the Colonial Revival style
appeared in the latter part of the 19" century. The style drew upon many of the defining characteristics of the
historic Colonial, Georgian, and Federal styles, such as accentuated main entries, symmetrically balanced
facades, double-hung sash windows, side gable roofs, exterior end chimneys, and classical detailing, all of
which can be found at 1725 Circle Road. Copying much from these earlier building styles, the new Colonial
Revival structures were larger overall and often used bolder detailing. When the Colonial Revival style first
appeared it was available exclusively to the wealthy clients of stylish architectural firms. Over time, the style
increased in popularity and spread to the suburbs and rural areas where it became more modest. However, as
evidenced by the house at 1725 Circle Road, the defining characteristic features discussed above were still
present. For example, the main block of the house consists of three symmetrically balanced bays, with a
centrally placed entrance accentuated with a classical surround. The double-hung sash windows with 6/6 lights,
the three dormer casement windows, the exterior-end chimney and side gable roof, make a direct reference to
the earlier Colonial styles. An exterior-end chimney and side-gable roof also refer to the earlier styles. The
Colonial Revival details although modest, are clear on both the exterior and interior of the house.

In 1940, Dorothy Bull Wright bought the property from E. Ridgely and Elizabeth Simpson. Nine years later, in
1949, ownership was transferred to Edward B. Wright. It was during the tenure of either Dorothy Bull Wright
or Edward Wright that the house was altered when the two-story wing was converted from a garage into living
space. Edward Wright’s Executor then sold it to Ethel W. and Richard G. MacGill, Jr. in 1960. The MacGills
resided at 1725 Circle Road for the next thirty-five years. By this time, the original acreage of the land was
reduced from just over four acres to nearly 2.5 acres. In February 2002, Ethel MacGill sold the property to the
present owners, Gregory S. and Lauren B. Hurlbrink.

X Map of Baltimore County (Philadelphia, PA: G. W. Bromley, 1915).
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Chain of Title

February 11, 2002 Ethel W. MacGill to Gregory S. and Lauren B. Hurlbrink
Land Records of Baltimore County,
Liber 16093 Folio 631

August 28, 1967 William B. Campbell and Judith F. Campbell to Ethel W. and Richard G. MacGill, Jr.
Land Records of Baltimore County
Liber 4798 Folio 615

August 27, 1960 Ernest Hilton Wright (Executor to Edward B. Wright) to William B. and Judith F. Campbell
Land Records of Baltimore County
Liber WIR 3748 Folio 182

November 4, 1949 Dorothy Bull Wright to Edward B. Wright
Land Records of Baltimore County
Liber JPC 47 Folio 186

January 15, 1940 E. Ridgely and Elizabeth D. Simpson to Dorothy B. Wright
Land Records of Baltimore County
Liber CWB Jr 1091 Folio 122

October 16, 1919 Samuel K. George, Trustee for Robert E.L. George to E. Ridgely and Elizabeth D. Simpson
Land Records of Baltimore County
Liber WPC 511 Folio 589

November 13, 1915 Laura Rebecca Manning to Robert E.L. George
Land Records of Baltimore County
Liber WBC 455 Folio 184

August 12, 1887 William A. and Louisa E. Fisher, and Charles D. and Nannie Fisher to Laura Rebecca Manning
(married to Joseph G. Manning, Jr.)
Land Records of Baltimore County
Liber JWS 162 Folio 491

August 4, 1886 Sarah Ann Hiser (widow) to William A. Fisher and Charles D. Fisher
Land Records of Baltimore County
Liber JWS 153 Folio 122
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Atlas of Baltimore County, Maryland. Philadelphia, PA: G. M. Hopkins, 1877.
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Sidney, J. C. Map of the City and County of Baltimore, Maryland, from Original Surveys. Baltimore, MD: James M. Stephens,

1850.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 2.49 Acres
Acreage of historical setting 4 acres
Quadrangle name Cockeysville Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000

Verbal boundary description and justification

This house, constructed in 1928, is located at 1725 Circle Road in Ruxton in the Nineth District of Baltimore
County. It has been historically associated with tax map 69, parcel 682 since its construction.

11. Form Prepared by

namettitle R. Weidlich and K. Baynard, Architectural Historians

organization EHT Traceries, Incorporated date April 21, 2002
street & number 1121 5th Street NW telephone  202.393.1199
city or town Washington state DC

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
410-514-7600
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